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pr— Logacy of ihe Roman Empire

Mich that wo know about he beginrings of Ancient Romo comes from legend. It
ought mat famers and shepherd kv i Scatere oroups o Grming Vilages nssr
i oo Fivor on e laan perineua as oarly a5 1000 BGE. Geography payed an
imporantpart i tha evelcpment of ancient Foma. Ths paninuia was poteced oyt
S22 on o e, and 50 A o 5 norh B o 13003 BOE. & clustr of vilsgos.
Geveloped on seven he tal averooked the Toer. s locaion proviied anainer
‘advantage, tha o being aio 1 560 approaching invadars. According 1o Iogend, o
Vilges trited i form i fown of Fome i 753 BCE. The lown, often doserbed 35
Pofing oo than an ared Camp, would GFow o &y 8o, repubic and then an
ampie, The humble aming vilages on 0 aan parinula woukd grow o 2 reat
Grkzaion Tl would infuencs (he Nstory of 6 word, inckxdng our own CouTty
over o Bousand yoars e

Th ssriest form of govemment n ancent Fome e = MORBICRY,or ks by & king
The Evuscans took contolof Roms and placed thir own Kings in powr. Ater over 3
contury f Ersscan ks, s Romains oveten ths st Euasan king n 509 ECE and
cindod a OPUDIC. A Ui 1 & govommont s which 10 poopo (GHEBNS) chooes
oprosentaives 1o govern thom. Thé i & roprOSOMGING gOvommo. Al Gizens.
Wwers ot cqual in tho Roman Repubic. They wero dvidad ino iffre socal dssos.
The paricans wers the wesity landownes. They slsa had i s power n e
Foman epubic. The. pBbolans, or common cilzons, wors usualy arisans
merchant, amers, o raders. They mad g e oy of he popuson o nad
Very il Say in goverment. The i group in Romo was (e saves, who oo o
considoed izens. Women, though genoraly respecied n Foman soiay,could ot
Voloorhl bl ofce.

Tho Foman Repubic had 3 ogisati tht incudad & ST and o aSSoMDIES.
Tho sonai, mado up aniraly of paticans, was he mos! powsrul goveming body
Plobsians wero pormito o o laced 15 0 of tho Wo assembios. Tho balance of
govomment botwosn the sonalo and assemblios, whio rocogniing o Tght of
Rl citzons croaiod o of e ! syetoms of SpArAon O POWGrs. T oopct
of separating powers & 10 prevent one group fom heving all the power. As time
progrossed, o plbeians gained moro powe, overiualy ssabianing o own
Sesambly with power fo Ve .

Anothe dea iy sstabished n the Roman Republic was ho Ul of LaW. Fulo ofaw
is the prinilo ha no ono is above he law Eyoyano in @ sociey s sibct o o
Sama aws, and st coey o .1 he Fomsn Repubic, s werd Seen o 8 way 10
gve ciizens boh ights and protscion. Many considor 1o faws and ogal c0do of
Enciont Fomo 1 ba & grosestgf b 1 work. Te st wiken aws i ancent o,
The Tuako Tabies, wore completed in 450 BGE. Latr, tho Emperor Jusiian
cotecta, and publshe i Fcenan aws. Theea have served s mocele forlgal cods.
roughout ho wor,including ur own aws. Roman law pofoced Gizons rhs, e
20 propory a5 wal 25 prosening the dea Tt i pacelo were imnccent unl poven
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uly. Undor Foman law, 3l Sizens wore supposed o bo trssisd squally wibeout
gm0 i sl s o woalt

Ancint Fomans aleo had a siong sens of CVC GutY wich served as & model o
Ioer cizaons. Cizan ofthe epubls o  imporant 0 be & recpacitis marmber of
Sosey,pay tases, and cbey he law. They aso considare 1 et oblgaton o ke 3
5 In goveramt, doend Foms, and sore i i miliary. Gikzons of 1 Floman
Fopublc domonsiaiod how Highy hey vakied ek Tight by thor dovolon 1o Cic.
ay

Although the Roman Repubic astd only about 500 yoars, i aws and government sl
Conve 26 modee for counties 1 ha modem word. The FoundIng FAmBrs of e
Unitd Statos incuad many alomants of Homan law and govenment whan sofing up
our goverment and ogalsysom. The Uniad Siaiss has & repraseniave democracy
in that the pecpl contol the govermet b delegating pouer o thef rpresentaves
Tho s o  repraseniais Govarment orgeied . e Foman Repubic. Tho
founding fathers a0 acapie th dea f separation of powers rom Ancent Fome. The
Foman Repubic had a ssnao and two assamblios ho Unted Sitos has  sorats and
House of Ropreseniaios. The foos o out legal codo may aleo bo seon in ancent
Fome. s wih the Roman Repubic a people i he Unded Staes ae equsl under e
T, havo thei ights and proparty rotecied, an are considered innocont il proven





image4.png
amcmerca ANCient Rome

KWL Chart

what 1 Know





